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The purpose of this thesis is to show the political, educational,
social and economic life of the black people In the city of Montgomery,
Alabama as seen through a white Democratic Conservative newspaper, the
Montgomery Daily Advertiser, during the period of Reconstruction* Another
intent of this paper is to prove that blacks In Montgomery made some
contributions during this period*
The author chose this topic because little has been written
concerning the blacks In Montgomery and that most of the material
written by white Southern historians has tended to be prejudiced toward
the blacks or omitted their contributions completely*
The bulk of the information used was taken from the Montgomery
Dally Advertiser and the Alabama State Journal * a Republican paper*
Other sources used Included the American Missionary Association
Manuscripts and the personal papers of General Wager Swayne* Swayne
served under Major-General Pope, commander of the Third Military District
as the officer In charge of the district of Alabama* Reports of the
Alabama General Assembly were also found to be very helpful along with
many secondary sources such as books and articles*
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INTRODUCTION
There has been a limited amount of material published concerning
Reconstruction in Alabama. Unfortunately, most of the research that has
been done was usually on the entire state or particular section or county.
Also most of this material has been written by Southern historians who
tended to be prejudiced toward blacks in their writings or omitted their
contributions completely. As a result of these factors* the author decided
to do a study on the blacks in the city of Montgomery during the period of
Reconstruction.
The city of Montgomery has a very interesting history. It serves as
the capital of the state of Alabama as well as the county seat of Mont
gomery County. It lies on the southern bank of the Alabama River in the
northern portion of the county about fourteen miles below the junction of
the Coosa and Tailapoosa rivers. Because of this strategic location, it
became one of the leading trading cities in the South*
Montgomery was Incorporated December, 1819 by an act of the Alabama
legislature, and was named In honor of General Richard Montgomery, who died
2
December 31, 1775 in an unsuccessful attack upon Quebec. However, it wasn't
'Marie B. Owen, Our States Alabama (Birmingham, Ala.* Birmingham
Printing Company, 1927)* p. 707*
2
Beail and Pheian, Citv Directory and History of Montgomery. Alabama
With Summary of Events on that History. Caiendaricaiiy Arranged and Other
Value Information (Montgomery: T. C« Binqham & Co., 1878), p. 6.
iv
until December 23, 1837 that Montgomery was Incorporated as a city and on
January 14, I838, the first election of city officials was held.3
From 1845-1846 negotiations were made in the General Assembly for the
removal of the state capital from Tuscaioosa to Montgomery; in 1846 these
negotiations culminated with the final move to Montgomery. As a result of
this, Montgomery then became the center for Alabama's political activities.
When the southerners decided to secede from the Union, they chose
Montgomery as their capital* It served as the capital of the Confederacy
from February 4 through May 20, 1861. Because of its excellent railroad
facilities it was chosen over a location in South Carolina.* It was on the
steps of the capital of Alabama that President Jefferson Davis took the
oath as president of the Confederacy. Today there is a star placed on the
spot where President Davis was supposed to have taken his oath.
During the Civil War, Montgomery was not destroyed by any battle.
However federal troops, led by General James H. Wilson, in command of a
black soldiers, did enter the city. The mayor, on April 12, 1865, surrendered
the city. Prior to the arrival of the Union Army the loyal Confederate
citizens of Montgomery burned about 97,000 bales of cotton in three large
warehouses to prevent the Union soldiers from confiscating it. As a result
of this, the city was in danger of being destroyed by a fire; hod it not
been for a wind in the east which carried the flames away from the city,
Montgomery would have been completely destroyed. Also the arrival of Wilson's
3Ib1d.. p. 30.
^Malcolm C. McMillan, The Land Called Alabama (Austins Steck-Vaughn
Company, 1968), p. 209*
^Walter L. Fleming, Civil War and Reconstruction In Alabama (New Yorki
Columbia University Press, 1905), p* 74.
eight-hundred black soldiers stopped the people from stealing from the
stores.6
Montgomery In the 1800's was surrounded by an agricultural region.
The area took on this status In 1820 when thousands of farmers, planters
and slaveowners1 families began to push southward from the older states
In search of virgin soil; Alabama became one of their temporary settle
ments* It was during this period that Alabama began to grow a tremendous
amount of cotton,7 a crop which was later to be given the nickname "King
Cotton". In 1870, Montgomery sold annually 100,000 bales of cotton.
Montgomery also produced large amounts of corn, wheat, oats* potatoes* and
cane syrup. In 1869, cotton along with other articles mentioned above,
were valued at $3,403,382. A variety of domestic animals such as horses,
mules, cattle sheep and hogs were raised, valued at $833,199. The value
q
of farm land both proved and unimproved were valued at $3,793,895. In
1870, it was estimated that Montgomery's property value was $12,934,881;
real estate $8,839,940 and personal $4,094,841.10
The Montgomery area, as compared with other sections of Alabama in
the 1800's, was listed first as agricultural, especially In the production
of cotton; and second in wealth and population.
McMillan, Land Called Alabama, p. 215
anton W. Williams, "Early Ante-Bellum Montgomery: A Black Belt
Constituency," Journal of Southern History, VII, No. k (November, 1941),
498.
^Willis Brewer, Alabama: The History. Resources, War Records and Public
Men From 1850-1872 (Montgomery, Ala.: Barrett and Brown, 1872}, p. 446.
^U. $• Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of
the United States, 1870: Statistics of Agriculture, 94-95.


























Montgomery's population growth can be seen in Table 1 below*
TABLE 1
THE CITY OF MONTGOMERY: POPULATION FOR i860 AND 187011
Year Whites Blacks Total









These statistics show that in the city of Montgomery, the whites outnumbered
the blacks. Also out of six wards, blacks only held a majority In wards
one and five* Ward five was the only ward in which black local officials
won seats In the local government.
The purpose of this paper is to show the political, social, educational
and economic life of the black people in Montgomery as reflected in the
Montgomery Daily Advertiser from 1867*1874. This paper was a white demo
cratic Conservative paper which was first printed In Montgomery in 1828.
From the years 1867 to 1874, it had three different editors: Samuel Reid,
William Screws, and Robert Tyler.
Reid was a native of Greensboro, Alabama in Hale County* Prior to his
coming to Montgomery, he served as an editor of a Southern rights paper
in Kansas. In 1859, Reid became the editor and part owner of the Advertiser.
"U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of
the United States, i870t Statistics of Population, 81.
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During his career as editor, he was an advocate of the theory of secession
and also the personal and political friend of William L. Yancey, "the
orator of secession11, Reid never took an active part in the Civil War,
but instead used his pen to defend the principles of the Confederate States*
In 1868, he disposed of all his financial interest In the newspaper, and in
1870 became a friend to the Radicals and joined the Republican party*12
William Wallace Screws succeeded Reid as editor of the Advertiser*
He was born in Jernigan, Barbour County, now Russell County in 1839* Dur
ing his early manhood* he came to Montgomery to read law and became a mem*
ber of the bar in the Circuit Court of Montgomery County in 1859. He was
one of the first young men in Alabama to apply as a volunteer for military
service following the withdrawal of the Confederate States from the Union*
It was during the war that he received recognition with the Advertiser when
he submitted letters to the newspaper. Through this the editor became
aware of his editorial ability. Following the war, he returned to Mont
gomery and was placed on the editorial staff and offered half Interest In
the newspaper. All during the Reconstruction period in Alabama, his pen
was constantly busy advocating a conservative government and white supre
macy. "
The last editor during Reconstruction was Robert Tyler, a lawyer,
journalist and native of Charles City County, Virginia. Following the war.
he came to Montgomery and was placed on the Advertiser staff. Tyler became
editor-in-chief In 1867 and began a regular editorial in the paper known
as "White Man's Issue11 which waged a war against the Republican government
12
l£Thomas Owen. History of Alabama and Dictionary of Alabama Biography.
IV {k vols.; Chicago*S. J. Clark Publishing Co.. 1921). p.
l3Ibid.f IV, p. 1515.
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In Alabama. His appointment as editor-in-chief was due to an agreement
In the Democratic party in Montgomery which gave him complete control of
the paper* He kept this appointment until he left the paper in 1873 or
1874.^ From 1872 to 187^, the Advertiser took a new approach toward
blacks* Instead of openly considering them as inferior beings who should
not vote, the Advertiser appealed to the blacks with the argument that the
Southern whites were their friends; and that In order for them to receive
justice and not be exploited by the Radicals and "Scalawags11 they should
become friends of the white Democrats and join the "Colored Democrats11
Party.
Although the Montgomery Daily Advertiser served as the primary source
for the study, a second newspaper, the Alabama State Journal was consulted*
This paper was founded in 1867 by the Republican Party in Montgomery* It
presented a more liberal attitude toward the blacks and was considered to
be their friend* The Journal served as the official organ of the state
for It carried documents pertaining to state, county and local business of
Montgomery* Since the newspapers carried the minutes and records of the
Superintendent of the Board of Education, along with the City Council
minutes and resolutions, that they were used in this study rather than the
original sources*
Other sources used Included the American Missionary Association Manu
scripts and the personal papers of General Wager Swayne* Swayne served
under Major-General Pope, commander of the Third Military District as the
officer in charge of the district of Alabama* Reports of the Alabama Gen
eral Assembly were also found to be very helpful along with many second
ary sources such as books and articles*





After the surrender of General Robert E. Lee at Appomattox a signi
ficant resurrection awaited the eleven Confederate states which had re*
belled against the government of the United States; Alabama was among these
states. Like the other states* Alabama re-established its government under
the Johnson Plan of Reconstruction. However when the Radical Plan of Recon
struction became effective March 2, 1867, Alabama's government created under
the Johnson Plan became void* Under the latter plan, Alabama along with
Florida and Georgia were placed in the Third Military District. Important
for the future was the fact that this plan provided that blacks, and only
those whites who took the test oath could register and vote. It became
the duty of the military commander to register those eligible in each state
and to call for a vote on the question of a constitutional convention, as
well as to hold an election for the delegates. Pursuant to this duty Boards
of Registration were created by General Pope. Swayne had received instruc
tion from Pope's headquarters in Atlanta "to select three good men (two
whites, one colored) not opposed to Reconstruction11 to serve as registrars
Malcolm C. Mil Ian, Constitutional Development In Alabama. 1878-1901:
A Study In Politics, the Negro and Sectionalism (Chapel Hi lit University
of North Carolina Press, 1955), p. UK
1
2
in each election precinct* William H. Smith of Randolph County was
placed in charge of registration for Alabama. He divided the state into
forty-four districts and was responsible for appointing boards of regis
trars*
Under this arrangement many blacks from Montgomery for the first time,
served as registrars in the various districts in the state* Henry Hunter
Craig served as registrar for Barbour County; Gabe Henley, Coffee; Alfred
Thomas* Washington and Choctaw; Nicholas Abercrombie. Taiiapoosa;^ Peyton
Finley, Clark and Monroe;^ and George W. Cox* Tuscaioosa.5
In an effort to help the blacks in Montgomery adjust to the new plan
of Reconstruction* two blacks, George W. Cox and James G* Gitcrist, called
a special meeting at the court house* At this meeting, they presented a
temporary solution to the problem of Reconstruction* They suggested that
the people of Montgomery should not give an active or passive support to
the new Reconstruction Act until the Supreme Court had passed upon its
constitutional validity. They also advised the whites to attend their next
meeting*
Understandably, because of their unfamiliarity with the political pro
cess, in May of 1867, the blacks not only in Montgomery, but in the entire
state were puzzled as to what steps they should take concerning Reconstruc
tion. Therefore a special meeting was called on May 1, at the St. Louis
2
Letter, F. F, Meiine, Bureau of Civil Affairs and Office of Inspection
of Registration, to Major-General Swayne, August 7, 1867, Montgomery, Ala.,
Department of Archives and History, Wager Swayne Papers. Hereafter referred
to as Swayne Papers*
'Montgomery Daily Advertiser. May 22, 1867.
k
Swayne Papers, June 22, 1867*
Slbid*. June 27, I867.
Montgomery Daily Advertiser. April 6, 1867.
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Baptist Church In Mobile* Alabama* The blacks of Montgomery sent two
delegates* Holland Thompson and Peyton Finley/ Unfortunately this meeting
made no significant contribution* but it did receive a large amount of
criticism from the whites of Montgomery. The Advertiser accused the Mobile
meeting* as being held in a "dark corner" and the delegates as representing
O
"petty tyranny."
The whites of Montgomery feared a secret league between the Radicals
and the blacks* The Advertiser made an appeal to the blacks not to join
any secret league and voiced its concern In the following editorial:
In Montgomery* • • the hired emissaries of the Radicals are
active and energetic In drumming up recruits for their secret
leagues* The chief object* • • is to require of the colored
people by pledges that they will vote for the league candidates
when elections are held for delegates to the Constitutional Con
vention* There is no necessity for the colored people of Ala
bama to join any secret political organization* The white people
of the South have trusted them in the past and are willing to
trust them In the future* * * * We warn our colored friends that
they are thus placing themselves through the hypocritical machina
tions of these men in the condition of political slavery* wholly
inconsistent and irreconcilable with the freedmen* We have been
told that the wicked and designing men are trying in many places
to entice colored men to join one of these societies or leagues
so that they can control their votes.9
While the Advertiser tried to persuade black people to avoid secret
leagues* it also called the whites' attention to some factors that had to
be considered concerning the blacks1 right to vote and how It affected
them* The following five main points were involved:
1* The Negro is a free man* a citizen of the United States
and by the laws entitled to all the privileges of any other free
citizen.
7Ibid., cited in the Mobile Register. May 4* 1867.
8Ib1d.. May 10, 1867.
9Ibid*. May 1, 1867*
2. The South is a hopeless minority and if today had a full
representation in Congress we could not change the current of
legislature*
3* The Negro is destined to live in the South, to vote in
the South and to take his part in the government of the country,
and him and ourselves to live under a common government, unless
we see a proper to leave and seek a home elsewhere which many of
us cannot do*
4. The Negro Is uneducated, unfit at the present for the
responsibilities cast upon him without his asking for it, and
that in this present condition he is unable to use the power
bestowed on him with advantages to himself or the country without
the advice and aid of those who are better Informed*
5. The Interests of the white and black race in the South
are identical and for whatever betters the condition of the
country betters the condition of both races and whatsoever impairs
one Impairs the other*10
The Republican Union Convention was scheduled to meet on September
14, 1867* However about a week before the convention, a rumor began to
circulate In Montgomery that If blacks were allowed to attend this meeting
of the Montgomery chapter violence would occur*11 To counteract the
possibility of violence or disturbance, a group of blacks formed a special
committee called the "Special Committee on the Situation11 which appointed
12
Latty J* Williams, a prominent black politician as Its chairman* Other
black members of the committee were Abel Johnson, Jas* Nettles, Peter Goode
Randall, William McCloud, Toiiver Page, George Lawrence, Henry Hunter Craig,
Peyton Finley, George W. Cox, Hales Ellsworth, George Feruson, Riley
13
Cunningham, Henry Rice and Aaron Goin. '
10Ib1d*. August 23, 1867.
John W* Dubose and James K. Greer (ed*), Alabama's Tragic Decadet
Ten Years of A1abama_J86g-Jl?A (Birmingham, Ala*: Webb Book Company,
19UU, p. 29.
12
Fleming, Civil War and Reconstruction in Alabama, p. 513*
^Montgomery Daily Advertiser, September 8, 1867.
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This committee adopted the following resolutions:
1. The committee would use all Influence to counteract any
act of violence (if offered) and warn all the colored
people of the city of Montgomery to observe the peace
and uphold the principles of Free Speech and Justice of
Mankind*
2. The colored people of Montgomery desire nothing but peace
and quietness In the community, and will use every effort
to keep down any appearance of discord which would prove
detrimental, not only to the colored people of the city,
but would be a serious clog In the whole Reconstruction.
3. That the notice Inserted In the State Sentinel by Holland
Thompson was uncalled for as we all advocate Free Speech
and Free Press.
4. That the insertion • • • In the Sentinel by any one colored
man upon his own responsibility carries the Idea to the
public that efforts were being made by the colored people
to create a disturbance* and we unanimously pronounce the
cards as well calculated to bring the colored people into
disrepute and therefore meets with the disapprobation of
this committee of which he was a member.'**
The Republican Union Party held its first meeting at the state capitoi
September \k, 1867* The first issue confronting the delegates was to choose
delegates to the proposed Constitutional Convention of that year. Holland
Thompson, a black from Montgomery, made a resolution that the convention
should elect "two southerners, two northerners and one colored11 as dele
gates for district fifteen. This resolution was adopted. The following
five delegates were elected to represent Montgomery Countyt Henry C.
Sample, John P. Stow, Charles Buckley, John C. Keffer and Peyton Finley
(black).15
The election to determine if Alabama would have a Constitutional
1*Ib1d., September 15* 1867.
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Convention was held October 1, 1867* The whites hoped that by staying away
from the polls that the issue would be defeated* The votes cast for the
city of Montgomery the first day was 3*535, nearly all black votes and in
favor of a constitution. On the third day it was estimated that only
150 whites had voted out of a total of 5*010. The tabulation of the
votes on October k, 1867 showed that out of 8,476 registered votes, only
18
6,000 persons voted in Montgomery County. The total tabulation revealed
that 6,160 votes had favored a constitution.1? The opposition felt that
blacks voted because the Radicals had gone through the county demanding
20
that they go or that they would be punished. It was alleged that many
21
blacks voted because of fear of being re-enslaved if they did not.
Peyton Finiev at the Constitutional Convention
On November 5* 1867* for the first time in Alabama history, black
people were given the opportunity to represent themselves. When the con*
vention opened its doors* there were eighteen blacks out of a total of one
hundred delegates* thirteen of whom had served as certified registrars.22
Montgomery county's representative* Finley, had served as registrar for
i6Ib1d.. October 2, 1867.
l7lb1d., October 3, 1867.
i8Ibid., October k, I867.
l9Ib1d.. October 12, 1867.
20F1eming, Civil War and Reconstruction in Alabama, p*
21
Montgomery Daily Advertiser. October 2, 1867.
22F1eming, Civil War and ReconstrustIon in Alabama, p. 517»
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Clark and Monroe County. * There were few blacks who had received a formal
education* many of them had learned to read and write through determination
and self-education. Finley* who had formerly served as doorkeeper of the
House* was one of these men. ^
On the third day of the Convention* Finley was appointed to the Com*
mittee on Education and School Funds.2^ The issue of education was one
of the most important problems. The blacks felt that free schools should be
set up since it was the old regime that had been responsible for keeping
thousands of blacks ignorant.*0 The convention drew up a plan which changed
the complete structure of the Alabama school system. Under the new plan*
a Board of Education was established which consisted of a superintendent
and two members for each congressional district* all being elected by the
people to serve a two year term* The board was to meet annually at Mont
gomery; one-fifth of the state's annual revenue was to go for education*
and a poll tax of $1.50 was levied for educational purposes. This board
also became a board of regents of the state university* given power to
appoint the president and faculty of an Institution.2'
After a solution had been found to the problem of establishing a new
23
'Swayne Papers* June 22, 1867*
^Fleming, Civil War and Reconstruction in Alabama, p. 518.
^Official Journal of the Constitutional Convention of the State of
Alabama: Held in the City of Montgomery. 1867 (Montgomery* Barrett and
Brown* Books and Job Printing and Binders* 1868)* p. 10,
. E. B. DuBois* Black Reconstruction In America* An Essay Toward
A History of the Part Which Black Folk Played in the Attempt to Reconstruct
Democracy in America, 1860-1880 (New Yorki Atheneum. 1969). p.
270fficia1 Journal of the Constitutional Convention, pp. 151-59.
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school system, another issue faced the convention, that is, should black
children be allowed to attend the same schools as white children. The
"Scalawags11 favored separate schools* Joseph Speed, a white delegate, made
the following resolution:
It shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide for the
establishment of schools in each township in the state, where
children between the ages of 5 and 20 may attend free of charge:
providing separate schools be established for whites and colored
children.2"
Even the black delegates did not favor mixed schools. Finley was against
blacks and whites attending the same schools.2* John Carraway, a black
delegate, made a resolution that should a plan of this nature be adopted,
then and equal division of school funds should be made between black and
white schools in each district* This convention adopted his suggestion.30
A social issue that disturbed the blacks was reflected In a proposal
bill which would allow blacks and whites to share accommodations on carriers
and in public places. Carraway made a resolution that "railroads, steam
boats, cars, hotels, etc., shall make no distinction for accommodations,
between citizens on account of color.1'3 However opposition occurred from
the "Scalawags11; Henry Sempie proposed an ordinance which required separate
accommodations for the two races. He was then attacked by Ovide Gregory
(black) who asserted that if he refused to sit next to a black in the same





colleague in this convention.^2 The convention did not settle the Issue
of black equality because of fear of the convention being destroyed.
Although the Journal of the Convention did not show any resolutions
that Peyton Finley made, it did reveal a few minor things that he favored.
He voted for the resolution which provided that "the colored people of this
State collect a fair equivalent for their services from those persons who
held than in slavery from the 1st day of January, 1863 to the 20th day of
May, 1865." This resolution was adopted by a vote of fifty-three for and
thirty«one against.''
After thirty days, the Convention adjourned on December 6, 1867* The
black representatives left the convention with a feeling of contentment
knowing that they had obtained some political and educational benefits for
their people. Their next task was to go back to their counties and try to
get the people to vote for the constitution, February 4, 1868.
The campaign was waged over the entire state to try to get the people
to vote for or against the new constitution. The Advertiser termed it a
"so-called constitution", stating that it had been fixed by "a set of
Yankees and ignorant Negroes11 who assembled in the capitoi from November
fifth to December sixth,3^ Reid sarcastically wrote that this new con
stitution should reads
We negroes and mean white men representing the negroes and
about 2000 mean white men in the State of Alabama in order to
^Fleming, Civil War and Reconstruction In Alabama, p. 523*
^Official Journal of the Constitutional Convention, p. W.
Daily Advertiser, December 10, 1867-
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establish Injustice* Insure domestic confusion, . • • promote
the general ruin, and secure to ourselves and possibly our
children the right of living without labor by plundering honest
people of their property* and Invoking the power of the devil
• • • do present this bogus constitution to our masters who had
tempted us to do their dirty work.35
All over the state ctubs were being organized to defeat the constitution*
The Advert1ser advocated that such clubs be organized to beat "this bastard
constitution11. It further urged both blacks and whites, and the old and
young to establish clubs to prevent what It regarded as "destruction,11
Also it claimed that the blacks had finally realized that the Carpetbaggers
had lied and the former were now willing to stand by their old Southern
white friends who had done so much for them.3*
It Is informative to note that some blacks in the city of Montgomery
organized a club of this nature in December, and held their first meeting
in Esteile Hall, December 12, I867. The blacks primarily responsible for
this meeting were Cesear Shorter, Tom Gorham and Levi Floyd.37 The Adver
tiser printed the following concerning their interest in the conservative
clubs
We • • • freedmen of the city of Montgomery, having been
born and reared in the South, believing from a close observa
tion of events for some time past that our race has been
deceived and imposed upon by adventurers from a distance, as
well as by native born office seekers, do hereby propose that
a public meeting be held, • . composed of all of our race who
are desirous of forming a club • . . .3"
At this meeting of black conservatives, the following resolutions were
adopted:
First: The cultivation of a spirit of mutual confidence and
35ibfd#, December 11, 1067.
36Ibid., January 1, 1868.
37
Ibid., December 13, 1867.
3 Ibid.. December 12, I867.
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good feeling between the two races* • • without
which there can be neither peace, prosperity or
repose to either.
Secondi To support In the approaching election the policy of
our tired people, neighbors and friends, whose capital
furnish us employment and whose roof shelter us in
preference to that Inaugurated by strangers and their
allies*
Thirds To discourage by all means in our power that war of
races which evil causes and ignorance seems to be has*
tening, and which once inaugurated, will result in our
certain and speedy destrtc tion.39
At this meeting, the attendance was evidently small because only five men
signed the above resolutions* They were Cesear Shorter, Levi Floyd, G, W,
Williams* J* W. Thomas and Tom Gorham.
The date to decide if the people of Alabama wanted a constitution was
set for February k, 1868. Alabama registration statistics before the elec
tion revealed that the state had 165*123 persons to register of which
104.518 were blacks and 61*295 whites* From December, 1867 to January.
1868 whites began to register heavily* By February of that same year,
registration amounted to about 170,000 voters. Under the Reconstruction
Act It would take more than 85,000 voters of the total amount registered
In order for this document to be adopted. After the election was held for
four days, the constitution failed to be adopted. The result of the elec
tion was 70,812 in favor of the constitution and 1.0005 against. 1 The
constitution failed because many whites had been persuaded to stay away from
39Ib1d*
^Fleming, Civil War and Reconstruction in Alabama, pp. 538-40*
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the polls. It needed only 13*550 votes to
After the proposed constitution had failed because many potential
registered voters had not voted, the fourth Reconstruction measure was
passed March, 1868. Under this law a majority of votes cast would be
sufficient enough to put the new constitution into effect. However, this
measure was later withdrawn.^3
On May, 1868 a bill was introduced in the United States Senate for the
admission of Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina, South Carolina and Alabama.
This bill passed the House on May 14, by a vote of 109 to 35. When the
bill was submitted to the Senate, it met much criticism. An issue arose
as to whether Alabama's name should be omitted from the list since its con
stitution had not been ratified according to the law. After much debating,
it was agreed that Alabama's name would be inserted in the bill. The bill
was then sent to the President where it was vetoed on June 25th. President
Johnson's reason for vetoing the bill was that
it violated the plighted faith of Congress by forcing upon
that state a constitution which was rejected by the people,
according to the express term of an act of Congress requiring
that a majority of the registered electors should vote upon the
question of its ratification.44
However Congress overrode the President's veto. This bill declared that
Alabama's constitution had been ratified by a large majority of its voters.
With Alabama regaining her seat in the Union, many new experiences
Going, Bourbon Democracy in Alabama, 1874-1890 (University,
Ala.* University of Alabama Press, I95U, p. 2.
43
■'John Hope Franklin, Reconstructions After the Civil War (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1961), p. 72.
in Fleming, Civil War and Reconstruction in Alabama, pp. 550-
51.
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awaited the blacks. This constitution allowed the blacks in Alabama the
opportunity to become involved In a government which represented them*
Black Involvement 1n Local Politics
From 1867 to 1874, Montgomery had three blacks to serve as city alder
men. They were Henry Hunter Craig, Holland Thompson and Latty J. Williams*
These blacks also served in the Alabama legislature; however* Thompson and
Williams served on the board of aldermen and in the state legislature at
the same time* These blacks represented the fifth ward which was heavily
populated by blacks. Although Craig was active In the Republican party,
Thompson and Williams served as the leaders for the blacks in the Republican
party in Montgomery.
Williams was a mulatto from Georgia who had come to Montgomery at the
close of the Civil War. Williams never received a formal education but he
did teach himself to read and write* The Journal describes him as a "man
of very good mind and judgment £whoj was an honor to his race."**5 Even
the anti-black. Democratic-conservative Advertiser spoke well of him as "a
well behaved person for his opportunities.1"^ He was one of the youngest
representatives in the Alabama legislature.
Prior to emancipation Thompson was the slave of William H. Taylor and
had worked as a waiter at the Madison House In Montgomery. Thompson has
been described by the Advertiser as "pure African, nearly as black as they
were ever made, six feet high, and with rather a good natured expression.1"?
The editor of the Advertiser often printed some sarcastic remarks about
^Alabama State Journal. June 17, 1874*
Montgomery Daily Advertiser. December 3, 1873*
47Ibid.
its black officials. An example of this can be seen belew:
• • • they have been in office nearly every hour since recon
struction opened. Should any of our citizens in the north or
south, east or west of the State have any business with the
city government in Montgomery, we advice them seriously to con
sult Holland and Lattie directly, who have ten times the courage
and consistency of the average white Radical and quite as much
sense and better manners than either the old set • • • •**&
When the new board of aldermen was set up In August, 1868, Thompson
and Craig were sworn in* The most important issue that faced the newly
elected aldermen was the problem of establishing a new police force* The
blacks felt that blacks should be placed on the force to represent them*
At a meeting of the city council on August \k, 1868, Thompson offered the
following resolutions
Be it resolved by the city council, that in the election
of the police force of this city the board shall elect one
half colored*'*?
This resolution was adopted, but at first there was a disagreement over the
exact number that should be elected* It was suggested that there should be
a total of twenty-four; sixteen night and eight day* However through manipu*
lation, the whites succeeded in getting a majority—thirteen whites and
twelve blacks* A white alderman suggested that the black policemen be
instructed by the mayor to arrest only blacks except when called upon by
the marshal 1 or a white policeman, Thompson suggested that the whites be
instructed to do the same* This policy was adopted by the counciimen.*0
The blacks appointed as day policemen were: A.McDonald, Abel Johnson,
.. December 3. 1873.
*. August 15, 1868.
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James Nettles, and Spencer Taylor; the night policemen were: John Beiser,
William Crawford, Isaac Young, Aaron Gains, T. Page and Amos Bryie. The
salary fixed for the policemen was $960 a year and the Captain of the
Police $1*000.51
This policy of choosing the policemen was continued until December,
1871, when the whites wanted to change the ratio of blacks and whites. It
was Alderman Weil's suggestion that the police force should consist of one-
third black and two-thirds whites. However, Thompson disagreed and sug
gested that it should remain as heretofore one half white and one half
black. Williams who was elected in 1869, solved the argument when he
stated that emphasis was being placed entirely on the wrong thing--that
policemen should be hired on the basis of qualification and not color.




to sixteen. In December, 18 , George W. Cox, a former representative
was hired as a police officer
54
In 1869, the Fifth Ward re-elected Thompson and a newcomer Williams.
That same year, Williams was appointed as mail agent for the Montgomery and
Mobile Railroad, and Craig, a former alderman, as an agent for the Mont
gomery and West Point Railroad.
From 1870 to 1874, Williams and Thompson were the only aldermen to be
constantly re-elected from the Fifth Ward. However in the election of 1873,
October 13, 1868.
52Ib1d.. December 20, 1871.
53Ibid., December 4, 1872.
54Ibid., October 29, 1869.
55Ibid., May 8, 1869.
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they received much criticism from the Advertiser which reminded the whites
that the Negroes were crowding the city in order to vote for their candi
date and predicted that if the Radicals should win the election, then for
the next two years the city administration would be in the hands of the
African Party, with none to check their doing. According to the Advertiser
the whites would hold the position as mayor and other offices, but Thompson
and Williams would be the "overseers11 of the gang. It also predicted that
If the whites continued to show apathy toward the city government that
Montgomery would become completely "Negroized".^6 The election statistics
revealed that Williams received 325 votes, Thompson, 326 and their two
white opponents received a total of kkQ votes.^ The Advertiser's response
to the election was that the white Radicals and their "ass11 were entitled
to their full share of the glory of fixing up the city government for two
years in such a manner that it had become a radical government In all
branches. It was contended that Thompson's and Williams' victory put their
white allies in the shade when it came to "jubilating11.5®
Thompson Introduced several important resolutions that were adopted
by the board of aldermen. One resolution required the amount of $4,000 be
set aside from other money in the treasury, and placed at the disposal of
the Board of School Commission of Montgomery and that it be paid on vouchers
for services actually rendered for teaching or expenses in conducting
schools of the city.& The other resolution insisted that the city council
56Ib1d.. November 8, 1873.
^Alabama State Journal. December 2, 1873.
cfl
^Montgomery Daily Advertiser. December k, I873.
59Ibid., September 7, 1870.
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make no appropriations except by a two-thirds vote* Both resolutions
were adopted*
In June, 1874, Williams, at the age of thirty, died* The city council
passed several resolutions concerning his efforts and contributions made
for Montgomery* The following resolutions were suggested by Thompson and
adopted by all the aldermen*
Resolved} That the city council has heard with deep regret
of the death of the Hon. L. J. Williams* Alderman from Ward
five, who held a seat in this body for six years with credit
to himself and with benefit to this constituents*
j That by the death of Alderman Williams, the council
• . • lost a member of remarkable for straight forward, up*
right conduct in his office* for manly independence in the
maintaining his opinions* combined with modest deference to
the conflicting views of other* and for faithful attention to
the Interests he was elected to protect and represent*
; That a committee of three be appointed by the mayor
to meet his remains • • • at the Western Raiiraod depot and
make arrangements for the funeral*
; That as a further mark of respect to his memory*
the council do now adjourn.61
The death of Williams was a great tragedy to the Republican party and
the black people in Montgomery for he had made many contributions to both*
Ouring Reconstruction* the black women were not satisfied with the
blacks activities in relation to politics* Although they could not vote
or hold any office* they were concerned about the injustices which blacks
received in the South* One particular black woman who served as an apostle
of freedom and urged the black man onward was Ann Pollard. The white Demo
crats saw Miss Pollard as a great threat to the government because she
60Ibid., October 7, 1870.
61
Alabama State Journal. June 17* 1874.
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advocated that blacks should "shoot every colored man who voted the Demo
cratic ticket." She also advised the black woman to "have nothing to do
62
with any black man who voted against we republicans*" The Conservatives
saw her as so much of a threat to the destruction of the black Democratic
Club that the Advertiser suggested that if there was no law to reach her
63
case, that one should be made*
This newspaper was constantly publishing articles in which they insulted
Miss Pollard. In one article she was referred to as an "insulting black
negro she devil," who was getting to be an unbearable and intolerable nuis
ance. It also recommended that the city authorities put a check to her
"vile and continuous insults"; and claimed that "she stands on the corner
of Court and Monroe Streets, surrounded by crowds of vagabonds* relating
her political philosophy." The Advertiser suggested that she should be
64
handcuffed and chained. Regardless of these criticisms she continued to
try to guide the black man onward. However when she made a speech at Dray
men Hall, the editor of the Advertiser became quite upset and wrote:
That old 'oman • • • has broken loose again, and performed
to a delighted body of Ebonies . • • Wednesday night. • • •
she was loudly applauded by the white handcuffers and black
ignoramus who listened to her. Of all the nuisances in Mont
gomery, Ann Pollard is the most intolerant.°5
In December, 1868, local blacks held a meeting in Montgomery for the
"^Montgomery Daily Advertiser. August 29# 1874.
63Ibid.. October 23, 1874.
^Ibid.. October 9, 1874.
65Jbid., August 29, 1874.
19
purpose of making resolutions concerning the National Convention of
Colored Men which was to be held in Washington, D. C. January 13, 1869*
It was the wish of the blacks to have one delegate from Montgomery to
represent them. To obtain the necessary funds to pay the expenses of this
delegate, three blacks from each precinct were appointed to solicit con
tributions* Also the various churches were asked to give a contribution
in aiding in this project.66 Hales Ellsworth was selected as their dele
gate, but unfortunately because they were not able to collect a sufficient
amount of funds, he was not able to attend the convention. During this
time, Ellsworth purchased a lot of land. As a result of this, the Adver
tiser accused him of cheating blacks out of their money for his personal
67
gain. His response to the Advertiser's accusation was that he only
received twenty-one or twenty-two dollars and all of that had been returned
to the proper owners except $2.45 which would be returned as soon as the
proper owner could be found*6
From 1868 to 1874 the black local officials aided in the government of
Montgomery, but they did not provide any special resolutions for black
social equality.
Black Representatives in the State Legislature
Many Southern historians have alleged that the period of Reconstruc
tion was a time when whites were ruled by blacks. However, this statement
is misleading and completely false. There were no Blacks in control of any
66Ibid., December 11, 1868.
67Ibid*. January 22, 1869.
Ibid., January 23, 1869.
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state government any time in the history of the United States. Blacks
did hold a variety of political positions in Southern state legislatures,
but this would be stretching a point to say that their roles were domi
ng
neting.oy Unfortunately, there were only three blacks from Alabama to
serve on the national level; but there were other blacks who played a
significant role in the reconstruction of Alabama on both the state and
1oca1 1eve1•
July 13» 1868 was the date proclaimed by Governor Smith for the first
session of the legislature to meet under the new constitution.70 When the
first legislature met, there were present twenty-six black members out
of a total number of eighty-four delegates.71 Of the twenty-six blacks,
three came from the city of Montgomery. They were George W. Cox, Holland
Thompson and Latty J. Williams.
Williams and Thompson served on the board of aldermen for Montgomery.
Cox was a native of Virginia.73 From 1867 to 1874, he held many positions;
he was a registrar for Tuscaioosa, Alabama, legislator, blacksmith, and a
policeman. Cox was a member of the Republican party but in 1870 he became
an Independent candidate and In 1872 joined the black Democrats. Even
though Cox served only one term in the General Assembly, he made his pres
ence felt. Montgomery's black representatives served on a variety of com
mittees: Thompson served on Military; Williams on Fees and Salaries; and
^Franklin, Reconstruction, p. 133.
7°Dubose, Alabama's Tragic Decade, p. 221.
''Franklin, Reconstruction, p. 135.
72
al
'^Montgomery County, Alabama Census, I87O.
1 Shn-i¥* BeXerIv* History of Alabama for Use in Schools and For
Gener Reading (Montgomery, Mia.: autnor, ryUI), pp. UUlU^
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Cox on Committee for Enrolled Bills.7**
Montgomery's black representatives demonstrated interest in their new
positions* On the first day Thompson nominated N. B. Cloud (white) for
Speaker of the House and Philip Joseph (black) for assistant clerk.'5 Cox
presented several important resolutions, but no indication was given as to
whether his resolutions were adopted. He presented a bill to authorize the
city council of Montgomery to establish a worker house*' He was also
interested in the re-establishment of the municipal government in Montgomery.
On July 28, 1868, he submitted to the legislature three important resolu
tions concerning the re-organization of the city government* He proposed
that an act be passed to
1* re-establish the city court of Montgomery
2* re-organize and establish the municipal government of
the city of Montgomery
3* amend an ordinance of the late constitution to state
that the collection of debts as for as regards to the
process Issued from the court of Montgomery.77
Representative Thompson also introduced a considerable number of
resolutions* He was successful in having a bill passed extending time
allowed for making official bond*'8 He made another resolution that a bill
be passed to ratify the election of officers held fn Montgomery County Febru
ary, 1868.'" Thompson also made a resolution which provided for the payments
7i*
^Montgomery Daily Advertiser. July 19, 1868.
75Ib1d*. July 13, 1868.
76Ibid.. July 23, 1868.
77Ibid.. July 29, 1868.
78Ibid*. September 29, 1868.
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Ibid*, November 12, 1868. No source stated whether the resolution
was passea.
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of members of the committee which visited and inspected the penitentiary*
However, this bill was later withdrawn by him.
Tne Advertiser constantly portrayed the black representatives as being
ignorant, and that they did not know how to act when involved with a par
ticular situation* For example, the Advertiser asserted that two Negroes
who represented Montgomery County in the state legislature did not know the
parliamentary procedures and violated all the strict parliamentary customs*
This paper claimed that when Cox wanted to address the Speaker of the House
he would ask "which one11 and Latty Williams would answer by saying "the one
81
with the paper in his hand*11 On another occasion, the Advertiser pro
claimed that
the negro members are remarkably quiet in the legislature
owing to the fact that they have recently been provided with
the 'Codes of Alabama1 and taking them for pictures and spelling
books, have been learning them for several days* When they get
sufficiently advanced, they will learn the Lt* Governor another
phrase for his pet expressions the 'question occurs1 and bully
for Alabama.82
When the state of Georgia expelled several of her black representatives
claiming that they were not eligible to hold their offices, the Advertiser
warned Alabama blacks that their "Carpetbaggers" and "Scalawags" friends
would turn their back upon them and would try to oust them from their seats
in the legislature.8^
When the legislature of 1868 adjourned on January 8, 1869, the editor
of the Advertiser, W. W* Screws, printed the following uncomplimentary
80Ibid*. July 2*f, 1868.
8lIbid., July 31, 1868.
82Ibid*. July 23, 1868.
83
Ibid.. September 11, 1868.
23
editorials
The legislature has at last adjourned and the tainted
atmosphere of our city has been relieved from the moral
stench that has dally issued for months past from the polluted
Legislative Chambers in the capital. The carpet-baggers, scala
wags and negroes decamped on last night of the old year. The
former has gone . . • while the negro has taken to whatever qj,
employment may be most congenial to their • . • education. • • •
Editor Screws, being sarcastic, suggested that "our liberal African
friends," Cox, Thompson, and Williams should meet the "eloquent Mr* White,
the consistent and sensible Judge Rice and brave and generous McKinstry"
to talk on the topic of equality of the blacks. According to the Advertiser,
these native whites of Alabama had abandoned the Democratic party because
its leadership was not prospering and could not provide a railroad grant.
Or
a seat in Congress or any small office. These whites had campaigned for
the Seymour-Blair ticket prior to a month before the election. However in
November, 1868, they began to canvass the Republican candidates in every
district and also for the Republican candidates to fill vacancies in the
legislature.
When the House reconvened, March, 1869, blacks from Montgomery County
were again elected to serve on a variety of committees: Thompson, Corpora
tions and Finances; Williams, Accounts and Claims and Public Printing} and
87
Cox, Internal Improvement. '
One of the first Issues that faced the legislature was the Fifteenth
Amendment. Many whites made it clear that they completely opposed Negro
Qk
Ibid.. January 8, 1869*
85Ibid.
Dubose, Alabama's Tragic Decade, p. 280.
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suffrage and favored the doctrine of white suffrage only. Regardless of
their feelings, the Fifteenth Amendment was ratified by the Alabama legis
lature, November, 1869* However it wasn't until April 22, 1870 that a
celebration was held to honor this historical event. Janes T. Rapier (black)
from Lauderdale County served as guest speaker. He expounded on the fact
that this was a time of superior test in which the Alabama political
leaders had failed. He noted that blacks In this state were in search of
political and economic justice and to them the Fifteenth Amendment was the
"tangible definition of the declaration of Independence.11^
The blacks of Montgomery presented a few resolutions for that year,
but nothing became of them. Some of Cox's resolutions were to establish
an eating saloon in the rotunda of the capital*0 and to pay off the state
witnesses in Montgomery County.?' Thompson made a suggestion to establish
a saving association for Montgomery, The Advertiser's reaction to his state-
92
ment wast "What does Holland propose to do with It?"
In 1870, the Democrats gained a foothold in the state government with
the election of Robert B. Unsay as governor. The election returns showed
that Unsay received 77,721 votes and Smith the Republican candidate 74,304
93
votes in the state of Alabama* Unsay only received 2,568 votes In the
88Hontqomery Dally Advertiser. March 7, 1869*
89Alabama State Journal. April 29, 1870.
^"Montgomery Daily Advertiser, December 5, 1869.
91Ibid.. November 23, 1869.
92Ibid., December 5, 1869.
93oubose, Alabama's Tragic Decade, p. 317*
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city of Montgonery; whereas Smith received 7,353. Although the Democrats
gained control of the House, fortunately fourteen blacks were elected,
three of whom represented Montgomery. They were Williams, Thompson and a
gc
newcomer, Henry Hunter Craig."
One Important issue that faced the legislature of 1870 was the "Common
Carrier" Bill. This bill provided that no distinctions would be made on
public accommodations between citizens because of their race or color.
When this bill failed to be ratified In the Senate, the black members sent
the following letter to the editor of the Journal. It was signed by the





The undersigned colored members of the Alabama Legisla
ture, wishing that the public may know their feelings toward
those who defend their constitutional rights, hereby tender
to Senator Perilngton of Lee, their thanks for his able defense
of those rights this day, in the discussion in the Senate, on
the 'Common Carrier1 Bills
W. M. V. Turner, of Elmore; James K. Greene, of Hale;
Nathan Brewington, of Lowndes; B. F. Royal, Senator of Bullock;
W. Taylor, of Sumter; Samuel BIanton, of Lee; L. J. Williams, of
Montgomery} James Alson of Macon; Spencer Weaver, of Dallas;
S. W. Jones, of Tuscaloosa; G. S. W. Lewis, of Perry; E. R. Rose,
of Marengo; Holland Thompson. Montgomery.9o
This letter was signed by only two of Montgomery County's delegates. For
^Montgomery Daily Advertiser. November 9, I87O.
^Beverly, History of Alabama, p. 20*».
^Alabama State Journal. February 26, 1870.
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some reason, not indicated in the records, Henry Hunter Craig did not par
ticipate in this action.
On August 3, 1872, the Republican county convention met in Montgomery.
Peyton Finley was elected as temprary chairman; however through some mis*
chievous means, he was unseated and Norris B. Cloud was elected. As a
result of this, animosity and dissatisfaction arose among the blacks.
Thompson then suggested that the blacks call a special meeting among them
selves* For fear of losing some of the black supporters, the meeting was
adjourned for a few hours* When it resumed, Judge Minnis was made temporary
chairman; but by some strange action, Cloud again succeeded in taking over
the position as chairman. At this convention, the following names were
nominated for officers: A. P. Wilson for state senator; R. H. Knox for
County Solicitors Latty J. Williams, Hales Ellsworth, Robert Whitaker
(black), N. B. Cloud, and J. M, Levy (black) for state representatives.
Needless to say, disturbance again arose over the nominations, and the meeting
was adjourned with the understanding that another would be called later.97
Before the state convention was to meet, the Advertiser made the fol
lowing prediction concerning the election of black officials:
The Radical Convention of Alabama wilt assemble in this
city today • • • including electors for the state at large.
The negroes of Alabama constitute nine-tenths the voting
strength of the party . • • and yet we venture the assertion
that not one black man will be nominated for any important
state office • • • • The prediction to which we refer is that
no colored man will be nominated and that rather than give
him (the negro) a chance they will nominate a life long Demo
crat.98
97Ibid., August k, 1872.
98Ib1d.. August )k, 1872,
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This prophecy came true. At the meeting, Jeremiah Hare1son (black)
nominated Benjamin Turner, another black as temporary chairman* Confusion
arose when a "Scalawag11 refused to accept the nomination of Hare1son and
go
instead made a motion to elect a "Scalawag". A white won this and all
the other significant offices. Thompson was the only black to receive an
office and he was made sergeant-at-arms.
In November, 1872, the people of Alabama were again faced with the
opportunity to elect state officials* Prior to the election, the Advertiser
made an appeal to the black voters informing them that the time had come
when they must leave their friends who had deceived them and come to the
aid of their friends who wanted to lead them away from self-destruction*
The Advertiser published the following as an appeal to blacks.
The colored men of Alabama are like shipwrecked seamen
swimming in the midst of tempestuous waves* We come to them
with a staunch life boat and ask them to jump in* A few have
accepted our invitation, but the majority reject it because
the boat is manned by white men* It matters not to us whether
they get in or not. It is they who are in danger, not us* The
sea is full of sharkes and waves roll high; but if they reject
our kind offers we shall ... not suffer by it. We are able
to get along without them, but shall perhaps save them, not
withstanding their folly if they do not rush on self destruc
tion. 101
As a result of this election, the governorship was returned to the
Republicans. They chose David P. Lewis as their candidate and Thomas H.
102
Herndon represented the Democrats* Montgomery had several blacks to be
elected as representatives in the state legislature for 1872 to 1874* They
"ibid.
IO0Ibid., August 16, 1872.
101Ibid., November 5, 1872.
102Ibid*. November 7, 1872.
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were C. 0* Harris, Hales Ellsworth, Lawson Stelie and Latty J. Williams.
Other blacks who held the position as page were: Thomas Abercrombie,
Robert Cook and Stephen Russell.10^
On September 6, 1873, an article appeared in the Journal with a state*
ment that Williams had made concerning the Republican party and the black
people of Alabama. According to the Journal. Williams1 statement appeared
in an "obscure paper beyond the limits of Montgomery.11 Unfortunately no
evidences show that Williams denied making the statement. The following
is the remark that Williams was supposed to have made:
We have been In the past like dumb, driven cattle, forced
to do the bidding of unscrupulous, dishonest and traitorous
office-seeking Republicans* but in the future such things
cannot be. We Intend to have an equal voice in all things
where we are equally interested and are to perform an equal
part, come what will. So far as the colored man is concerned,
I can see but very little difference between those who have
control of the State government now and those that had It a
year ago. The injustice of Republican officials have driven
us to this, and 'sink or swim, live or die, survive or perish1,
but let us give our hearts and hands to this and never cease
pursuing these vile creatures until we have • • • driven them
to the obscurity from which they sprung JO**
The editor of the Journal asked Williams to submit the names of the
"unscrupulous, dishonest and traitorous Republicans." * The Republicans
published In the Journal a statement claiming that Williams1 reason for
making the above statement was because he had not received the appointment
as Assistant Postmaster of Montgomery; and had James T. Rapier (black) given
106
him the appointment this issue would have never occurred. Also, as a
'"^Beverly, History of Alabama, p. 20*.
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result of this statement, the Journal began to call him names as "Lazarus",
"tawny demagogue", and "Georgia Carpetbagger."
Because of Williams' statement, George W, Cox, a former representative
in the Alabama legislature, wrote a letter to the editor depicting his
feelings about the matter. Although evidence shows that he joined the
colored Greeiey-Brown Club in 1872, in his letter to the Journal. he gives
the Republican party credit for helping the blacks* This can be seen in
his statement below.
Editor, Journal
Since it has been my privilege to vote, I have voted every
time to suit myself, and for the men whom I thought were the
best men for the place* I have never sought Information from
white Republicans, or black ones, as to way I should vote* • • •
And with the manhood (ballot), I have used the ballot to suit
myself, and have not been 'driven,1 here and there like a dumb
brute to do the bidding of any white Republican or anybody else
... and I think its a ... wrong for anyone to assume to
themselves the privilege of speaking for all the voters in the
State, when the speaking shows a tendency to cripple and weaken
the Repullican Party, the only security for the life, peace and
happiness of the colored man* We are like 'dumb driven cattle1,
says Williams* And the white Republicans, they are 'unscrupulous,
dishonest and traitorous office-seekers'. Well, I have always
thought my friend Williams to be an honorable gentleman! But
perhaps, he has not thought of the fact that the colored vote
alone cannot carry the State of Alabama for the Republicans. It
may be true • • • that there are some bad men in our party both
white and colored; but that Is not a sufficient reason for us
to split the blanket and let one lay on the outside, and the
other on the inside. I see no use in pitching a battle in our
own party on a color basis. It can bring no good to us, but it may




Williams received criticism from all sides except the Democrats* It
107Ibid.. September 10, 1873.
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was their hope that by supporting him he would in return join the black
Democratic party and would pull some of the black voting strength to their
party. The Advertiser printed the following defense for Williams.
As long as negroes continue to act the part of 'dumb driven
cattle1 and obediently and humbly serve their white overseers
and drivers they are 'the Hon. Mr. Williams,1 'Hon. Mr. Haralson,■
and very clever fellows. But whenever they begin to think of. • •
electing a due share of men of their own color to office, they
become 'Georgia negroes1 and tawny demagogues.'00
Although Williams received much criticism in 1873, it did not affect
his duty as a legislator. He offered a resolution for an investigation
of the official conduct of the judges of the Montgomery circuit court,'°^
and one to create the office of recorder of deeds in the county of Mont
gomery; and another for the relief of George W. Cox. There was no
mention as to whether the first two bills were adopted. However, the
Alabama legislature authorized the governor to pardon Cox for a murder which
he had been convicted for in Marengo County.*
Many of the resolutions presented by the Montgomery black representatives
seem not to have passed but from 1868 to 1874 their presence was felt.
Blacks1 Interest in National Affairs
The blacks in Montgomery were not only interested in state and local
politics but also politics on the national level. In Montgomery there were
groups formed that favored the liberal and conservative organization. There
^Montgomery Daily Advertiser, September 19, 1873.
109A1abama State Journal, February 15* 1873.
Journal of the House of Representatives, 1873, 260.
'^Montgomery Daily Advertiser, March 24, 1873; Alabama State Journal.
March, 21, 1873.
n2Acts of the General Assembly of Alabama. Sessions of 1872-1873
(Montgomery, Ala.: John G. Stokes & Co., State Printer, 1B74J, 503*
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were appeals from both parties for the white and black vote. An example
of this can be seen in the Presidential election of 1868. In this election
the Republicans chose as their candidate for President, General Ulysses S.
Grant who was a member of the radical wing of the Republican party. His
opponent was Horatio Seymour, a former governor of the state of New York.
The Republicans warned the people of America that if the Democrats should
gain the seat in the executive branch of the government then this would
mean an end to Reconstruction. *
On August 1, 1868, the blacks in Montgomery who favored the Democratic
party had a celebration at the Central Bank corner in which they endorsed
the Democratic nominees, Seymour and Blair, The Advertiser stated that the
purpose of this meeting was to bring together
all men (black) who favor the preservation of peace and order,
the election of good and able men in office, and the removal
of political disabilities from their white friends . . .114
The white men who attended the celebration were Judge S. F. Rice, General
J. T. Hoilzetar and Colonel James Hodgon. The blacks in attendance were
George Williams, Ceasar Shorter, George Carter, John Ross, John Rodger,
Pauido Lucas, George Washington, Thomas Gunn, Henry Moore, Tom Gorham, Levi
Floyd, Alfred Farrison, Nathan Ware, John Stratford, George Tarver, Berry
Owen, John Tarver, Jeff Wallace and James Thomas.n* Their guest speaker
was Levi Floyd, an active black Democrat, who delivered a speech on social
equality. The Advertiser claimed that these blacks were tired of being used
by the Radicals who claimed that they were their friends but whose only
113
•'Franklin, Reconstruction, p. 81.
114
Montgomery Daily Advertiser. August I, 1868.
32
purpose was to get themselves in Important offices and manage the money
which had been set aside for the education of the blacks* This paper urged
the blacks to follow the leadership of Ceasar Shorter, for if they listened
to his advice, "they would get along far better than by following after
such false-face scoundrels who encouraged them in a course that will lead
to trouble*
Floyd was well recognized by the white conservatives in Montgomery.
Evidence of this is seen in an interview by the Congressional Joint Com
mittee on Reconstruction in which a witness made the following statement
about Floyd*
I know that in our town of Montgomery, we have one colored
man, a hackdriver there, named Levi Floyd, I noticed the announce
ment in the Democratic paper there that 'Levi Floyd, a colored
man, drives hack No* k; he is a good democrat and is deserving
of all patronage*1'I?
As election day approached, there was an appeal for the black votes.
The Radicals reminded the blacks that all over the country Democrats were
118
crying out against "negro equality, negro supremacy11.110 The Journal urged
every man, white or black, who loved this country to vote Grant and every
119
man who loved the South to also vote for Grant*
The election returns for Alabama showed that Grant received 76,366
votes and Seymour received 72,086. In Montgomery, 6,770 votes were cast
for Grant and 2,319 for Seymour, giving the Republican candidate a majority
1l6Ibid., August 3, 1868.
'Alabama. Testimony Taken By the Joint Select Committee To Inquire
Into the Condition of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary States (13 vois.i
Washington, D. C: Government Printing Office, 1872), I, 35. Hereafter
cited as Alabama Testimony.
""Alabama State Journal, October 16, 1868.
119lbid.. October 14, 1868.
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of 4,451 votes.'*u
In 1872, the blacks In Montgomery were again faced with the issue of
helping to elect a President. The Republicans had again nominated Presi
dent Grant, The Democrats did not present a candidate but supported Horace
Greetey, editor of the New York Tribune, as President and B. Graz Brown
as Vice-President. Both of these men had been former Republicans who left
the party to organize the Liberal Republican party whose platform was a
crusade for honest government.
On July 31, 1872, the colored Democrats of Montgomery announced that
they were interested in organizing a Greetey-Brown Club. An organizational
meeting was scheduled for August 1 on Perry Street. The blacks responsible
for organizing this club were: Henry Hunter, Martin Van Vuren, Frank Butler,
Ceasar Shorter, Robert Arrington, George Crocier, Steven Boykin, Lewis
Shorter, Thomas Shorter, Sam Evans, Tom Fields, Dennis Cross, James B.
Franklin, Josha Augborne, Benjamin Chappei, Darby Battle, Ben Sims, James
Turner, Gabe Henley, Thomas Reid, George Thomas, Wash. Harris, Benton Lee,
Warren Johnson, Sol. James, Gabe Williams, Amos Henley, Bob Henley, Todd
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Rucker, George W. Cox, J. H. Hogan, Anderson Henley, and Issac Young.
The first meeting of August 1, was convened by Shorter. Shorter was
appointed chairman and Gabe Henley acting secretary. Cox, Amos Henley and
Arrington were appointed as the Committee of Resolutions. They presented
the following resolution which was adopted by the members:
Whereas Horace Greeley of New York and B. Gatz Brown of
120Ibid.. November 18, 1868.
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Franklin, Reconstruction, p.
122Montqomery Daily Advertiser, July 31, 1872.
Missouri are the nominees for the National Convention of
Liberal Republicans and Democrats for President and Vice
President of the United States.
Be it Resolved, That we, a portion of the colored people of the
city and county of Montgomery do hereby endorse the nomination
of Greeley and Brown and will use all honorable means to secure
their election.
, That it is our honest conviction that the adop
tion of the Liberal Republican platform by the Democratic party
/"provides/ the colored people every guarantee necessary for the
protection of their rights under the Constitution of the United
States*
, That to support the "Grant" Administration in the
face of the favorable political auspices would be detrimental to
our Interest, both local and national.
, That we recognize no place but the South as our
home, and that the interests of whites and colored people here
are one and in common and should be so regarded by both in order
to secure a peaceful settlement of existing prejudices.
The Greeiey-Brown Club also adopted two additional resolutions which
gave some permanency to the organization:
1* That the officers of this club should consist of one presi
dent, two vice presidents, one secretary and a treasurer*
2. That the regular meeting of this club shall be held twice
each month from this date* Also that the president shall
have power to call a meeting whenever he may deem it
necessary for the good of the club.'23
The following persons were elected as permanent officers of the clubs
president, George Cox; first vice president, Ceasar Shorter; second vice
president, Gabe Henley; secretary, Robert Henley and treasurer, Steven
Boykin* Among the committees appointed, along with their memberships were
the following: Committee of Enrolling Members to the club: Robert Henley,
123lbid., August k9 1872.
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Harrison, and Cross; Committee for Drafting Rules for the governing the
club: Arrington, Robert Henley and Buren; Finance Committee: Amos Henley*
Buren and Gabe Henley; Executive Committee: Arrington* Ceasar Shorter,
Isaac Young, Buren and Cross; and a committee to draft resolutions of
thanks to Horace Greeiey for what he had done and is now doings Arrington,
Robert Henley and Henry Hunter.
Although Greeiey lost the Presidential election in 1872, this organi




Educational opportunities for blacks prior to the Civil War were not
available to slaves or to many of the free blacks* The greatest hope and
desire of the majority of the black population was to become educated and
rid themselves of illiteracy* This is expressed below by Booker T*
Washington:
Few people who were not right in the midst of the scenes
can form any exact idea of the intense desire which the
people of my race showed for education* Few are too young,
and none too old. to make the attempt to learn. As fast as
any kind of teachers could be secured* not only were day
schools filled, but night schools as well* The great ambition
of the older people was to try to learn to read the Bible before
they died. With this In view, men and women who were fifty or
seventy-five years old would often be found in the night school*
Blacks in Montgomery had the same wants and desires* Although many of these
blacks were poor and could not actually donate funds for the construction
of schools, they showed an interest. Alfred McDonald is an example of one
of these blacks. He called upon the citizens of Montgomery for aid to help
purchase a school house for his race.2 John Alvord. General Superintendent
Booker T. Washington, Up From Slavery: An Autobiography (New York:
Doubieday, Page & Co.. 1901), pp. 29-30.
Montgomery Daily Advertiser. July 2k, 1867*
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of Schools for the Freedmen's Bureau, reported that blacks everywhere in
Alabama seemed to have shown an Interest in the education of their race.
Many times blacks did not have money to contribute for the purchasing of
materials* but would aid the Bureau in building schools.3
The Role of the American Missionary Association and the Freedmen's Bureau
Even before the Alabama Constitution of 1868 provided for the estab
lishment of tax-supported public schools, the education of blacks had begun.
From 1865 to 1874, the education of blacks in Montgomery was largely a
result of the co-operation of the American Missionary Association, while the
Freedmen's Bureau had aided in helping establish schools for blacks. The
Bureau furnished the school buildings, while the missionary societies selected
and paid the teachers. As early as 1866 the Bureau had aided in establishing
a school for black people in Montgomery.^
Of all the missionary societies that assisted in helping the blacks
receive an education, the American Missionary Association, a mission enter
prise of the Congregational Church, was the most dominant and active. Before
the Civil War, the AMA was helpful in anti-slavery pamphleteering, and ren
dering aid in establishing a school in Oberlin, Ohio and another at Berea,
Kentucky.
In 1868 when the AMA sent thirty-nine teachers to various sections in
3John W. Alvord, Semi-Annual Reports on Schools For Freedmen. July 1,
1869, Eighth Report (Washington, 0. C,8 Government Printing Office, 1869),
L
Ibid., Fourth Report. 1867, 6.
'Horace Mann Bond, Negro Education In Alabama} A Study in Cotton and
Steel (New York! Atheneum, 1969), p. 81.
6Ibid.. p. 82.
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Alabama, several were stationed at Montgomery.' The superintendent of
education, R. 0. Harper, often wrote the AMA to ask for additional teachers
because a new school had been built or had been extended. On one occasion,
Harper Informed the AMA that in Montgomery three additional rooms had been
added to a school and there were two-hundred additional pupils in need of
teachers. He asked the AMA to do what it could because the Bureau had no
authority to employ teachers.8
In 1867, an acre and a half of land was purchased for the erection of
a black school. The school was controlled by the American Missionary Society
with trained white teachers* Later, Professor Charles Duncan, who had
received his education at Fisk University, was hired to serve as the first
black principal. The teachers selected to work along with him were: Marian
Fay, Anna M. Duncan, and Sadie Thomas. Its first graduates were Porter
Morris Smith, Florence Sheppard, and Eloise Shaw.9
An example of one of the AMA and Bureau schools was Swayne School. It
was named for General Wager Swayne commander of the Bureau in Alabama. The
school was opened in 1867; classes were first held in the state capital under
the control of George S. Pope.10 It is the oldest school In Montgomery and
is known today as Booker T. Washington School. The Bureau appropriated
$10,000 for the building of this school.11 However blacks also contributed
^Loren Schweinger, "The American Missionary Association and Northern
Philanthropy in Reconstruction Alabama." Alabama Historical quarterly,
XXXII (Fall and Winter, 1970), 139.
^Letter, R. 0. Harper to the American Missionary Association, April 1,
1868, Alabama Department of Archives and History, American Missionary Assoc<
iation Manuscripts. Hereafter cited as the AMA,
^A Century of Negro Progress In Montgomery City and County. Centenniel
Edition 1863*1963 (Montgomery: Centenniel Celebration, 1963), ft«, *»3«
I0Schweinger, "The American Missionary Association,11
"ibid., 137.
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significantly to the school. In order to obtain funds, they organized
a Swayne Association. The officers of the organization were Nathan Ashby,
chairman; Henry M. Bush, secretary, and Holland Thompson, president. Other
members were Alfred McDonald, Abram Biackshear, William Holt, James Nettle,
12
California Shabert, and Emma White.
Zt was the hope of the AMA to make Swayne School "the best conducted
colored school in the state and with only good teachers ."'3 The students
at Swayne attended school eight months a year whereas the public schools
ran for only three or four months a year. A student didn't have to pay a
fee unless he lived on the outskirts of the city, in which case he paid a
fee of one dollar a month* The Journal reported that the students at
Swayne were "exceptionally intelligent and especially knowledgeable in the
subject of arithmetic.m15 Even the Reports of the Commission of Education
stated that the black pupils in Montgomery were as well advanced as white
children of the same age in the North.'* Each year before the adjournment
of the school for the summer break, the students were given a series of
tests. On more than one occasion the Journal made comments concerning the
progress of the Swayne School. The statement below is an example:
The Swayne School is now under the control and management
of the American Missionary Society, and is destined ... to
became prominent in the • • • work of educating the colored
children. This society has done much ... teachers have
^Alabama State Journal* February 5, 1869*
13AMA, Henry M. Bush to E. M. Cravath, November 8, 1870.
'^Alabama State Journal, March 26, 1874.
id.. June 5, 1869.
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Reports of the Commission of Education For the Year 1871. (Washing*
ton? Government Printing Office, 1872), p. 68.
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sacrificed themselves for it .... A Urge number of colored
children of the city can now boast of a fair education. The
present generation of colored people will never forget the men
and women who have labored so earnestly at such great cost to
educate them and their children.1'
Each year the enrollment at the Swayne School continued to grow.
ift
In October, 1670, there was a total of 153 pupils,10 by December of that
same year it had increased to 200 pupils,19 and by January of the next
year, the AMA reports showed that the school had an enrollment of 384
scholars.20 The year the Democrats regained control of the government,
this school had an attendance of 400 students.21
J, C. Cox opened another school for black people on Market Street in
1869. The Journal predicted that Cox would make a good teacher because he
had considerable experience.22
Public Schools
As can be seen from the above, the children in Montgomery could attend
private or public schools. The city school system in Montgomery was separ
ated from the county by an act of the state board of education in 1870.
Under this system, the schools were managed by the city board of education
and were given their equal share of the school funds. No matter how much
money the city schools received it never seemed to be enough, for the
l7Alabama State Journal, May 27, 1870.
18aMA, Reports of Swayne School For the Month of October, 1870.
19lbid., Reports of Swayne School For the Month of December, 1870.
20ibid.. Reports of Swayne School For the Month of January, I87I.
2lA1abama State Journal, May 26, 1874
22lb1d., September 20, 1869.
schools were always under financial strain and the facilities in the
buildings were very limited* An example of the conditions of the public
schools can be seen in the description below:
Our city (Montgomery) was first organized as a separate
district under a special law February 20, 1870, at which time
one long bench and an old stove comprised the entire school
furniture and almost the total school property of the city. . . .
The city paid $4,000 • • • and furniture was purchased and schools
established 1n different portions of the city, where buildings
could be secured, mostly in back-kitchens or out-buildings, wholly
unfit for school purposes. • • *23
The public schools also received financial aid from Northern philan
thropy such as the Peabody Fund. This fund encouraged more public schools
to be opened in 1867 and 1868 by making donations to cities. However the
donations were given in keeping with the Peabody motto of help to those
who help themselves. Unfortunately, many of the school systems could not
afford to help themselves. Money from this fund was used in paying cur
rent expenses. In appropriating the money, consideration was given for
teachers and grading of schools—the local people being required to grade
their schools and provide a teacher for every fifty pupils.2 In 1872,
James Fitzpatrick, Superintendent of Montgomery Schools, asked the endow
ment board to help the schools because the city could not afford to pay the
25
state its share, therefore the schools would have to close* 7 The Advertiser
warned the people, in 1874, that if the city did not pay its $4,000 to match
the $1,500 of the Peabody fund, then the schools would have to close. The
23Quoted in Oscar Hyatts, The Development of Secondary Education in
Alabama Prior to 1920 (Nashviiies CuiTom & Ghenten Co., 1933)» P- 50.
2i*Ibid.. p. 63.
25Reports of the Commission of Education For the Year 1872, b<? 6.
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schools In Montgomery had gotten to the point that they had to turn away
26
children every day because there wasn't enough rooms or teachers.
The public schools never seemed to be able to compete with missionary
schools* because of shortage of both funds and teachers. A public school
teacher in Montgomery was employed if he could get enough students for
a school, while teachers were paid on the basis of how many students attended
27
schools and not on their ability. ' Although the teachers were sometimes
responsible for obtaining their own students, these teachers were required
to pass an examination given by the state board. If the applicant passed,
then he was granted a teaching certificate for which he had to pay a fee
of two doilars.
Though the city of Montgomery offered public school instruction, finan
cial difficulties arose and the schools were closed. Thus, to a great extent,
education for blacks in Montgomery from I865 to 1875 was directed by the
American Missionary Association.
Whites1 Reactions to the Educating of the Blacks
When the Northern teachers came South, the whites saw them as a threat
to their way of life. When they first arrived, they were tolerated but as
the number continued to increase, the Southerners saw them as their worse
enemies* They felt, for example, that the Yankee teachers had instructed
the blacks not to let their former masters call them by their first names
but instead by a title. According to Professor Henry L. Swint, the whites
did not so much fear the education of blacks per se, but those educated
*6Montgomery Daily Advertiser, March 24, 1874.
27Hyatts, Development of Secondary Education in Alabama* p. 49.
by the typical "Yankee teacher.1'28
Because of whites1 opposition, many of the Missionary teachers were
often intimidated and ostracized* A white witness before the Congressional
Select Committee on Reconstruction stated that none of the Northern teachers
in Montgomery had actually been hurt or threatened* but the whites refused
to accept them in their homes; therefore they were forced to Hve with the
blacks. The witness admitted that his people had some prejudices against
them, for the reason that they saw them as political emissaries—that these
teachers taught black children to look with distrust upon their former
owners and masters.™
The Advertiser's solution to the problem was that the native whites of
Alabama should assist in the educating of the blacks. The paper printed
the following as an appeal for white native teachers:
Our people have not been as prompt to teach the colored
people themselves as they should be, trusting it to those who
do not have any kind feelings for the South, A great many young
men who are disabled from active work could find remunerative
labor in teaching the colored children, and there is no discredit
in it. It is a positive benefit to all concerned for the young
men and women of the South to teach their former slaves* Some
of the school books used by the teachers are embellished with
all sort of stories about cruelties and persecutions of white
people toward blacks, and it will continue to be the case as
long as strangers come to teach them. Education was a dangerous
thing as long as slavery existed. No people are more degraded
than an ignorant race of free people. Let the colored people
be educated as far as we are able* Let the Southern people help
them to build their school houses and teach them too.31
28Henry L. Swint, The Northern Teacher in the South, 1862-1870 (New
York: Octagon Books, Inc., 1967), p. 94.
'Fleming, Civil War and Reconstruction in Alabama, p. 465.
3°A1abama Testimony. I, 252*
^Montgomery Daily Advertiser, July 24, 1867.
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Many whites believed that it was up to the native whites in Alabama
to decide on the progress of the blacks. They felt that if the missionary
teachers had sole control over the education of blacks* then they might
later be equal to their former masters. It was suggested that the dis
abled veterans of the Confederacy could make a livelihood of teaching
blacks.^2 One young white man opened a night school for blacks. This
school had one hundred and fifty pupils. Some white women in Montgomery
agreed to teach on Sunday to blacks providing that Northern teachers would
withdraw."
Pevton Finiev on the State Board of Education
In 1870, Peyton Fintey, a native of Montgomery and a black man, was
elected to the State Board of Education.^ As indicated earlier, Finley
served In the Constitutional Convention of 1868 and was elected to the
Committee on Education. During Finiey's tenure on the board, he intro
duced many significant bills. On November 21, 187!, he presented twin bills
which provided for four schools for the white teachers and four for blacks.
This elaborate bill provided that $4,750 be divided among the blacks and
$4,500 among the whites. The black schools were to be located in Sparta,
Marlon, Huntsville, and Montgomery. These schools were to be controlled by
a Board of Commissioners which would consist of three members for each
Institution.35 This bill was adopted. The Board of Coronissioners for
32A1abama Testimony, I, 236.
Swint, Northern Teacher in the South, p. 122.
3**Montgomery Daily Advertiser, September 30, I870.
^Alabama State Journal, December 21, I87I.
Montgomery consisted of Finley, Henry Bush, and Henry Faber.^ Finley
served on another Board of Commissioners at a State Normal School for
white females."
Finley presented a bill for the establishment of a university for
blacks* It was his hope that this university would serve the same purpose
for the blacks that the University of Alabama served for the whites.
At the first session of the board that Finley attended, he submitted
the following preamble and resolution*
Whereas, the public good demands the establishment in
this State of a University for the education of the colored race
of this State;
And whereas, the present financial condition of the State
University is such as to prevent much aid to a University for
colored people of some time to come;
And whereas, the colored race have no desire or inclination,
nor would they under any circumstances attempt to Interfere with
the action of the State University, by any claim or pretext of
right thereto!
Be It therefore; Resolved, That the Superintendent of public
Instruction be, and Is hereby authorized to make application as
heretofore to urge upon Congress of the United States, at the
next session, In behalf of this Board, and the people of Alabama,
for a grant of public lands in aid of such a University, and an
additional grant in aid of the public schools of the State.38
This bill failed to pass In the State Board of Education* Many of
the "Scalawags11 felt that there was no need for a University* However,
when he presented a resolution asking the Board to present a memorandum
to Congress to provide land for the university, this was adopted. Also
3°Montqomery Daily Advertiser. December 30, 1871.
Bond, Nearo Education In Alabama- p. 107.
380.uoted in Ibid.
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Finley presented a resolution which requested the legislature to give a
portion of the federal funds received for an agricultural college to aid
In the establishment of a university for blacks* The Board passed it,
but it was rejected by the legislature.1**
Finiey's dream of a university for blacks in Alabama became a reality
in 1873* He could enjoy the glory even though he was no longer on the




SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
Religious Gatherings
Blacks in Montgomery were as much involved in religion and church
activities as any other group. To them, their church served as an outlet
for social activities as well as a religion. Their religion served as a
solution to all their earthly problems and gave them something to be opti
mistic about even when the forces around them seemed to be unbearable.
Before the Civil War, blacks attended the churches of the whites.
Usually they sat in the galleries, or special services were held in the
basement. Many blacks in Montgomery believed that since they had been
emancipated, that blacks should discontinue their membership at white
churches and build churches of their own* The black Baptists were one of
the first groups to pull away from their former masters. One black wrote
the following letter indicating his disapproval of the practice:
Do we not sit In the gallery of the white people's church,
and listen to the same able and eloquent minister? Are we not
permitted to use the basement of the same church on every
Sabbath, and Instructed by either one of our own color, or the
white pastor?'
However, other blacks reminded him that he omitted the fact that this church
had no place for the black children to attend Sunday school, that the gal
leries only held a small portion of the black membership which consisted
^Montgomery Daily Advertiser, April 18, 1867.
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of about six-hundred members, and that the basement was inconvenient for
black communicants because they could only use it when the whites did not
want to*
In 1867» seven hundred blacks who were members of the First Baptist
Church (white) began to organize a church of their own with the aid of
the Reverend Isaac Tichenor* a white minister* The blacks named their
church Columbus Street Baptist Church and designated Reverend Nathan Ashby
(black) as their first minister* Also four other blacks were ordained as
the first deacons: they were Fayett Vanderviiie, Jerry Fry, Peter Miles
and Braham Blackshear. This church had two ministers to serve from 1867
to 1874s Nathan Ashby and James Foster. Today this church is known as the
First Baptist ChurchJ
The first Methodist church organized by the blacks during Reconstruc
tion was under the leadership of a Reverend Christburger who with a small
group of devoted followers, met on June 8, 1871 on North Court Street and
organized a church which was later to become the historical St. John Afri
can Methodist Episcopal Church* The members subsequently became dissatis
fied with their location and in 1873 purchased a lot on Madison Avenue, on
which a building was completed In 1874* Their ministers were Reverend
Christburger and Reverend Atwaters.
Another Methodist church organized during this period was Little Zion
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church* This church was first started in
a log cabin on the corner of Stone and Holt Streets* However, when one of
2Ib1d., April 20, I867.
^A Century of Negro Progress in Montgomery, p. 14.
^Ibid., p. 16.
the denomination's annual conferences was held, Reverend Stephen Hi Hard
was sent to take charge of the group and build a church. Their first move
was to a small one-room house that was purchased from Lizzie Lawrence. It
was always the wish of Little Zion members to build a church in the midst
of the people. In 1869, their wish became a reality when they erected a
little frame church on the lot where their little log cabin once stood.
This church today is known as Mount Zion African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church«J
The Baptist church seemed to have been more active than the Methodist.
Each year the Baptists would hold a State Convention, the first of which
was held December 17, 1868. The Columbus Street Baptist Church served as
the host. The objective of this convention, according to the Alabama State
Journal* was to ascertain the strength of the black Baptists in the state,
to devise means for strengthening the group, to devise means for strengthen
ing the churches and spreading the gospel among black people throughout the
stated Delegates representing Montgomery were elected to the most sig
nificant offices. They were Reverend Nathan Ashby, president; Reverend J.
W. Stephen, vice president; and Holland Thompson, secretary.7 These state
conventions were held in other years in different cities in Alabama.
Social Activities for Blacks
Going to church combined social as well as religious activity for
blacks. However, other social activities included fairs, barbeques, picnics.
5Ibid., p. 17.
6A1abama State Journal, October 7, 1869.
^Charles Boothe, The Cyclopedia of the Colored Baptists of Alabama:
Their Leaders and Their Work (Birmingham; Alabama Publishing Company,
1895), p. 37.
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excursions, parades, lectures, occasional concerts and various club
meetings. It is Interesting to notice that most of these activities were
in one way or another associated with the church.
The activity which was most commonly engaged In by blacks in Montgomery
was the excursion. Usually the newspapers would announce such an event in
this manner:
The colored Baptist Congregational Society, together
with tile Good Templars will give an excursion to raise money
to dig out a basement for a day school. The colored Y.M.C.A.
will also participate.*>
Also the newspapers would sometime carry notices informing the public that
the Baptist and A.M.E. churches would be giving a picnic and an excursion
on the Western Railroad and that tickets could be purchased at Holland
Thompson's store on Perry Street. On one occasion, the black Baptist
church sponsored an excursion to Atlanta, Georgia. Once, in the summer of
1873 when the A.M.E. Zion Church sponsored an excursion to Pensacoia, Florida,
the participants encountered trouble in re-entering Montgomery because cases
of yellow fever had been reported in Pensacola; when they returned they were
quarantined for a short time. The Journal's reaction to this was:
The colored citizens of Montgomery are becoming some
what distrustful of excursions. The recent experience of
them. . . getting home from Pensacola is still fresh in
their minds.10
The political barbecue was another social activity for blacks. When
the barbecues were given by the Democrats, the blacks and whites sat at
8Alabama State Journal, June 16, 1874.
9Ib1d., April 27, 1871.
IQlbid.. June 26, 1873-
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separate tables. However, at barbecues sponsored by Republicans both
whites and blacks would even drink from the same bottle.'' The draymen
and the Great Eagle clubs, both black organizations, would often sponsor
fine barbecues*
The Grey Eagle Fire Company (black) often presented some recreational
activities for blacks* At one of their annual get-to-gethers, they paraded
down the streets of Montgomery and had Thompson, the black city councilman,
to serve as their guest speaker. The Journa1's reaction to the ceremony was
that their decoration was beautiful; their parade along with other events
reflected the highest credit on the black firemen; that they had good
12
taste and that they made good protectors. Once the Grey Eagles invited
another black firemen organization from Union Spring to Montgomery. The
Advertiser advised the people of the city to treat them courteously because
of their efficiency as firemen and because they carried the reputation as
being good, efficient workers for a good cause.'*
Occasional lectures served as another social experience for blacks.
Two distinguished guests to speak in Montgomery were John M. Langston from
Ohio1^ and Senator Hiram Revels from Mississippi. Before Revel's appearance
in Montgomery, the Advertiser printed that It hoped that some "disioil" /sic/
barber would cut off his beard.15 On another occasion, the black community
had a West African, the Reverend B. W. Rout, to deliver a speech on Africa.1"
Alabama Testimony. I, 2*fO.
12Alabama State Journal» May 23, 1873.
'^Montgomery Daily Advertiser. September 19, 1871.
Ibid.. January 31, 1871.
15Ibid., July 28, 1870.
1"Alabama State Journal. August 10, 1873.
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To raise funds to construct new buildings, the various churches would
often give fairs. Once the Advertiser reported that four fairs for church
purposes were in full blast at the same time in different sections of the
city.17
Not only did these activities serve as social outlets for blacks, but
social club meetings were another. There were a variety of clubs organized
by blacks In Montgomery. One of the first organized was a chapter of the
18
Young Men's Christian Association in 1869* Blacks organized a Masonic
Lodge in Montgomery in 1871, Latty J. Williams was appointed Worshipful
Master. The summer of 1874, Montgomery was honored as being the host for
the black Masonic State Lodge convention. George W. Cox, the only black
representative from Montgomery, was elected to the office of Grand Chap
lain.20
Black women were also active at the organizational level* They
organized a Sister Society and held membership in the Good Samaritan Club
and Good Templars organizations.
The youth also organized recreational clubs* One was the Rapier Base-
21
ball Club. The young boys raised money to purchase their own uniform.
Struggle For Social Equality
Although the Reconstruction period provided blacks with many political
''Montgomery Daily Advertiser. -January 13, 1871.
^Alabama State Journal. September 17, 1869*
^Montgomery Daily Advertiser, August 6, 1871.
20A1abama State Journal, June 13, 1874.
21
Montgomery Daily Advertiser, September 6, 1874.
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opportunities, they were not satisfied with their civil rights. Many
blacks felt that they were not completely citizens untit they could use
the same public accommodations as whites* Black citizens knew that this
issue could not be settled on a local or county basis, but instead must be
written into the constitution of Alabama and the Constitution of the United
States. Therefore, the blacks began to hold state conventions to derive
means whereby they might get the Civil Right Bill passed in Alabama, The
delegates to the conventions consisted mostly of blacks in the state legis
lature* and all of the meetings were held in Montgomery.
At the first meeting in 1873* delegates adopted a resolution that
Negroes of the State were deprived of the free enjoyment of all their rights
as citizens and recommended the passage of a national Civil Right Bill and
a similar resolution by the Alabama legislature*22 The Advertiser's reaction
to the Civil Right Bill was not surprising:
Without Intending the least unkindness or disrespect
to our African citizens* we are opposed to any common
intermixture of the whites and blacks at this time. . •
and are therefore unwilling to leave the matter of the
caprice or pleasure or of common carriers or inn-keepers
anywhere. We do not wish any class of citizens to be
oppressed or annoyed, and such intermixture In cars and
inns would be an annoyance to both classes of citizens.
It is not to be expected that a negro company should
construct railroads and carry passengers in steamboats*
There is no reason • • • why negroes should not if they
like establish inns and boarding houses for their own
color, nor should we object to white men If they choose to
establish inns for the special accommodations of negroes.23
The suggestion of the Advertiser is very interesting but the editorial
22Montqomery Daily Advertiser, November 14, 1873*
23lbid., March 8, 1873.
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failed to recognize that blacks at this time were not financially able to
construct such accommodations, and that any white who established inns or
boarding houses for blacks would be ostracized by his white friends.
The convention of 1873 did not accomplish anything, but the convention
of 1874 endangered the Republican Party and stimulated many whites to vote
in the November election* When the meeting opened June 24, 1874, Montgomery
was represented by seven black., delegates: H. Thompson, C. 0. Harris, £•
Whitley, Charles Loper, M. Provo, T. B. Goins and T. Smith.^
At this convention, A. E. Williams suggested that this convention adopt
the Civil Right Bill as a memorial to Charles Sumner and Latty J. Williams,
both of whom had died that year.
This group adopted the following resolutions:
1. That as citizens of the United States and of the State
of Alabama, we claim all the civil and political rights,
privileges and immunities secured to every citizen, • • ,
and thus we will be satisfied with nothing less.
2. That experience has demonstrated that • • • constitutional
rights cannot be enforce without the statutory enactment;
and we are • • • in favor of the passage by Congress of the
bill now pending before the House of Representatives known
as the civil rights bill or some such measure by which our
rights as American citizens may be respected and enforced.
3. That in declaring ourselves in favor of the passage of the
civil right bill we do not • • . wish to be understood as
favoring mixed schools, • . . ; all we ask in this request
is that our children shall enjoy equal educational privi
leges established by the public school laws • • • , and
prefer that the white and colored schools shall be kept
separated • • • •
4. That in favoring the passage of the civil right bill we
utterly deny that we are in favor of establishing, nor
• • • attempt to establish anything so abounds as every
'Alabama State Journal, June 24, 1874.
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man must know that society intercourse cannot be regulated
by law, and those who pretend that said bill has any such
purposes, wilfully misrepresent the facts for the purpose
of deceiving the ignorant and those who have no other claim
upon society but the color their skin*
5* That we are not the enemies of the white race, nor can any
such inference be drawn because we have refused to support
the Democratic Party. It resisted with all Its power our
emancipation • . • ; it resisted after we were emancipated,
the amendment to the Constitution which made us citizens;
it resisted the acts of Congress which conferred upon the
right of suffrage to enable us to protect ourselves against
its hostile legislative after emancipation? it refuses now
to recognize us as citizens, entitled to equal rights and
privileges. • • .25
Although these resolutions were passed by the committee, all of its
members did not favor this bill. It seems that the biggest issue was
mixed schools. One representative, George W. Patterson argued that the
question of mixed schools would do a great harm to the black people and the
Republican party* He begged the convention to disregard the previously
stated resolutions, and not give the Democratic Party an issue which it
could use to gain more white strength* He also contended that the black
people of this country were satisfied with separated schools, and would not
endorse any action that tended to defeat the Republican party in the coming
election* W, H. Council said that he did not appeal to the interest of the
Republican or any other party, but simply to justice. He favored all that
was contained in the Sumner's civil right bill, and cared not for the
Republican or Democratic party if it brought unequal rights. He pointed
out that it was impossible to set a man half free; he must be wholly free
or not free at all. He was also opposed to making the civil right bill an
issue, but if the issue was made he was prepared to meet its enemies; he
25Ibid.. June 27, 187*.
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was not in favor of abridging the white man's rights, but wanted all the
rights that the white man enjoyed, "for justice has no color, and true
Republicanism is neither black nor white."2^
H. V, Turner noticed the pleasure it gave the Democratic editors to
hear their discussion, and asked the delegates to pause and not turn to
destruction. Turner indicated that he knew many things that had been done
against black people which were wrong, but he did "not purpose to act
imprudently11 and thereby give the Democrats a weapon with which to fight
the Republican Party. The question, according to Turner, was whether the
convention should go with its actions when the very life of the Republican
party was in danger. He begged them to halt and consider what great danger
they were inflicting on both the black people and the Republican Party,
especially if the Democrats regained control. He stated that It was easy
for blacks in counties which had large Republican majorities to advocate
mixed schools, but they did not dare go into North Alabama talking about
mixed schools. He begged them to have mercy on the black people, and not
force unnecessary issues upon them; no matter what this convention did,
Congress would pass the civil right bill in its own time, and then the black
people would then get something substantial*2?
C. 0. Harris, an articulate delegate representing Montgomery, asserted
that he enjoyed the privilege of going to a school where there were hundreds
of white scholars and only twenty blacks, and saw no difference. He stated
that he was in favor of blacks getting all the rights which whites enjoyed,
SI
but he feared that actions taken at this meeting might do more harm than
good* This convention, Harris said, might strike the Republican Party,
the party of freedom, such a blow that it might never rise again in the
state of Alabama. He preferred not to jeopardize the rights he had already
obtained by imprudent and hasty action of the convention; in his opinion
the hope of the black people lay in the Republican Party* He said that he
could see a smile light up in the faces of the Democratic editors whenever
a delegate voted in favor of mixed schools, and he knew they hoped this
convention would pass a resolution in favor of such* so that they could
excite the passions of the poor whites against the Republicans.2"
After debating the issue more, the delegates decided that it would be
to their advantage to adjourn the convention* However, the damage had been
done*
Economic Activities
Following the emancipation of the slaves. Alabama was confronted with
a labor shortage. In Montgomery, the claim was made that idle blacks
loitered on the streets pestering passers-by. Local officials were urged
to drive them to the country and put them to work."2^
When blacks began to complain to the Freedmen's Bureau of ill treat*
ments from their employers, the Advertiser would usually take the side of
the employer* The following is typical of the paper's stand:
A great many negroes are engaged in the foolish practice of
• . . quitting the farms when they are needed and running to
29Montgomery Daily Advertiser. March 25, 1869.
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town with complaints against their employer. Those who
• . • forfeit their contract ought to forfeit every dollar
of wages they claim.'
On occasions, the Advertiser would suggest to whites not to hire freed*
men unless they had a recommendation from their former employers.^1
The greatest threat to Alabama's labor supply was the increased
Interest of blacks to move westward. The Journal always complained that
some agent had come to Montgomery and taken away the cotton field hands*
Once it reported that ninty-six "good strong cotton field hands11 left with
an "emigrant" on the Montgomery-Mobile Railroad for Texas.?2 A black
recruiter came to Montgomery once, and encouraged other blacks to go to
Arkansas where they could raise "a bale of cotton to an acre."33
To try to stop or slow the emigration of blacks* the Montgomery City
Council passed an act whereby a license would be imposed upon labor-brokers
who hired black field hands to be carried out of the state. The cost of
the license was two-hundred and fifty dollars a year. The Journal accused
the immigrant agents of injecting prejudice in the black people against the
planters. It admitted that it was hard enough for planters in the county
to secure enough labor to work their land.3^ The Journal's solution was
that the employers should give the blacks a living compensation* settle
fairly with them and follow the golden rule; therefore* there would be no
reason for the blacks to leave. It also reminded the citizens of Montgomery
30Ibid.. September 17* 1868.
31 Ibid.. July 3* 1868.
32A1abama State Journal. January 8, 1871*.
33Ib1d., January 7, 1874.
3ifIbid.. February 5, 187*.
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that it was the black labor that bought them their food and home, edu
cated their children, built their cities and developed their great
resources. Therefore steps must be taken to prevent them from leaving the
state.3
In an effort to obtain higher wages for blacks, a Negro labor society
was organized in 1869.3° Annual meetings were held; however, none of their
convention amounted to much until 1871. At this meeting the issue of higher
wages was the main topic of the agenda, but this topic was dropped when the
delegates began to discuss the issue of them migrating to Kansas where they
would have the opportunity to own more land and receive less hostility from
whites* This suggestion received much criticism from the Advertiser, even
though the prospect never amounted to much. The editor wrote that if the
blacks couldn't strive in a sunny climate on the fertile soil of Alabama,
then they would perish in the cold and hostile regions of Kansas. He fur
ther advised blacks to remain in Alabama where they had the Radicals' sym
pathy and where a direct value was attached to their labor, and to help out
the whites who were in distress. The Advertiser suggested that they work
honestly and zealously to make a living and forget the idea of migrating
outside of the Southern states where they were used to a particular way of
life. He warned the Negroes that no matter where he went, he would never
receive social or political justice.37
Blacks held another labor convention in Montgomery in 1873* This time
35lbid,. April 22, 187^.
36Montgomery Daily Advertiser, September 24, 1869.
37ibid«. January 5, 1871.
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a recommendation was made and adopted that the share system should be
abolished and the use of fixed annual wage paid monthly and secured by
mutual reciprocal action go Into effect.3°
Blacks In Montgomery engaged in various occupations. Many were
mechanics, draymen, blacksmiths, carpenters, barbers, butchers, hackmen,
and house keepers. It was not unusual to see an article In the Advertiser
complimenting a black man who owned a small business with one of the above
occupations* For example, William Holzclaw, a barber had the following
published!
William Holzclaw, colored, has open his new barber shop
on Court Street opposite Yung's restaurant* He is a good
barber and deserve patronage.39
Often the Journal would print an article concerning black businesses.
It once noted that "the colored merchants are laying large stocks of goods
to be ready for the approaching season."$0
Black owners of property were numerous* The author used the Montgomery
County deed books but it was difficult to identify information concerning
blacks because there was no distinction made on the basis of race. How
ever, there was at least one black who was identified* This was Nathan
Ashby, a black minister In Montgomery. Ashby had been willed land before
emancipation but he had never received It. The deed reads as follows;
William B. Bell to Nathan Ashby (or Nathan Ellis)
State of Alabama. Montgomery County, . • • wit on the
first day of April. A.O., 1859 Charles T* Pollard sold and
3**tf1l1iamW, Roger, The One-Gall used Rebellion: Aqrarianism in
Alabama. 1867-1896 (Baton Rouges Louisiana State University Press*
1970), p. 11.
^Montgomery Daily Advertiser, October 7, 1874.
^°A1abama State Journal, September $, 1869.
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conveyed into William B. Bell as guardian or trustee of
Nathan Ellis (now called Nathan Ashby) a certain lot in the
city of Montgomery. . • • Aforesaid which is described in the
deed of said Pollard at Lot number 3 and k in square number
)k, Scot's Plat in the city of Montgomery. And whereas* • •
Nathan Ellis (or Ashby) is now capable in law of holding
property in his own name, and desire to hold the title of said
lot • . • in his own name, and the said William B. Bell also
desires to relinquish and give up the duty and responsibilities
• • • as the trustee and guardian of the said Nathan Ashby (or
Ellis)
William B. Bell do hereby quiet claim into . • • Nathan Ellis
(or Ashby) and into his heirs and assigns all • . • right,
title and interest both at law and in equiiity of every kind or
description • • • and to the said lot and premises herein above
described. In witof ... I the said William B. Bell have here
to set my seal the day of January, A.D., 1870.
William B. Bell41
March 26, 1870
In an attempt to ascertain the degree or extent of property ownership,
the census for the city of Montgomery was used. It showed the total number
of blacks owning property In the city. Because the total number of blacks
owning property was so large, the writer decided to select only the names
of blacks who had assets of five hundred dollars or more. This can be seen
in Table 2 which follows.
TABLE 2
BLACKS IN MONTGOMERY WHO POSSESSED REAL ESTATE
OR PERSONAL ASSETS VALUED AT $500 OR MORE42
Name Age Color Occupa ti on Rea 1 Persona 1
John Washington kO Black Day Labor $3*500 $
^'Montgomery County, Alabama, Deed Book Four, 1872, p.
























































































































































































































-These men were not born in the United States* This may account for
the fact that they were the richest blacks in Montgomery.
CONCLUSION: THE RETURN OF WHITE SUPREMACY
The year of 1874 was a crucial time for the Republican Party in
Alabama. The blacks had held their state equality convention that summer,
and the Radicals knew that this had endangered the party. The Radicals
realized that thousands of white Conservative Democrats who had shown
apathy in the previous elections would cast their vote in November because
of fear that the Civil Right Bill would be passed by the State Legislature
in 1875* Also they knew that many blacks who had supported the party in
the last election had deserted the party and would vote for the Democrats.
In the election of 1874, the Republican candidate was David P. Lewis,
the Governor of the state, and the Democrats1 candidate was George S.
Houston* In Montgomery, Lewis received 6,138 votes, and Houston 3,29km
Although victorious in Montgomery, the Republican lost in the rest of the
state* As one result the Democrats were successful in electing a majority
in the General Assembly. The Advertiser's attitude toward the election
can be seen in the following statement:
The returns of yesterday's election • • . indicated
the final collapse of the once • • • powerful Republican
Party. Let it be blotted out as a hideous memory—a dread
ful dream of death, debt and destruction.2
'Montgomery Daily Advertiser, November 5» 1874.
2Ibid.. November 4, 1874.
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The Advertiser also thanked the black Democrats for their votes because
without their aid the Democrats might not have won*
Although the election was a victory for the Democrats and their black
allies, It was a tragedy for other blacks in Alabama. Fortunuately a few
regained their seats for an additional two years, but they realized that
this was an end to some of the opportunities which they had received under
the Radical Government. They also understood that with the return of the
Democrats to power that their political and educational opportunities
were seriously jeopardized.
Thus ends a brief chapter in the history of the black man In Mont
gomery, Alabama. This study has focused on the political, social* eco
nomic and educational life of the city's black people from 1867 to 167**.
In the process it has been shown that Montgomery's black citizens made
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